Discussion Questions for Wednesday, April 6

1. Is there a truth or two that can be expressed only with humor? If so, why can’t it/they be expressed in another way? Stuck 

2. Does the play distinguish between follies and crimes? Gonzales.
3. Are vices ridiculed? Kiernan
4. Are the characters true to human nature, even though some are obviously caricatures? Mauldin
5. Does the play contain tendentious humor? Logan
6. Does the play promote “a momentary anesthesia of the heart”? In other words, does it make comic what would be heart-breaking in real life? Simpson
7. Where in the play is the Saturnalian idea expressed? Are there kill-joys who are “too concerned with satisfactions of pride or greed to take part in the festivities”? Carroll
8. Does the play promote a sense of our superiority? To whom or what? Rathbun
9. Does the play have examples of absurd contradictions, especially self-contradictions? Scott
10. Can you identify characters as fitting into the classes of alazon (imposter), eiron (self-deprecator), or buffoon?  Do they encounter one another? Nelson
11. Does the play contain social criticism? Makhanov.
12. Does the play have examples of what Freud calls “innocent wit”? That is, releases from impulses usually repressed by devotion to reason and the pursuit of rational goals?

13. Does the play target any “household gods,” i.e, pious cant? Frost
Special assignment for Mr. Gonzales: Using the following web page, find and prepare to summarize an academic article on As You Like It that might throw light on one of the questions above.

http://research.ewu.edu/english

