
Sample Test Questions – The Renaissance and Petrarch


1. How did the invention of printing help make possible the voyage of Christopher Columbus? [4]

2. What is the literal meaning of the word "renaissance," and why was the word used to describe the age? [4]

3. Petrarch died 26 years before Chaucer did, but is considered to be a figure of the Renaissance, rather than of the Middle Ages.  Why is that? [4]

4. How does Petrarch's love poetry lead to the soliloquies in Hamlet?

5. Why does Petrarch describe his collection of love poems as "scattered"? [4]

6. What was the name of Petrarch's love, and what was the color of her hair? [4]

7. What is the date (day, month, and year) on which Petrarch first saw Laura?  What holiday was it? [8]

8. In Petrarch, when the lady refuses to return the lover's love, what does the lover do? [2]

9. Pick two of Petrarch's ideas about love and show, using quotations, how they are expressed in Petrarch's poetry and in contemporary songs. [8]

10. Pick a poem by Petrarch and show how he uses religious allusions to express his feelings for Laura. [4]

