
Sample Test Questions on Hamlet – Humanities 211, Winter 2011

What is insulting about the King's first question to Hamlet?

In the following exchange, what is the King's intention towards Hamlet, and how does the King want the rest of the court to view himself?  What is the meaning of Hamlet's response, and what is his tone of voice? [8]

KING

   Take thy fair hour, Laertes.  Time be thine,

    And thy best graces spend it at thy will!

    But now, my cousin Hamlet, and my son—

HAMLET

    A little more than kin, and less than kind.

Who is speaking?  And what does he mean?  And where in the play does he repeat these ideas?  [6]

O that this too too solid flesh would melt,
Thaw, and resolve itself into a dew!
Or that the Everlasting had not fix'd
His canon 'gainst self-slaughter!  

Both Laertes and Polonius warn Ophelia off of Hamlet, but they don't have exactly the same attitude towards him.  Explain the difference. [8]

Exactly how was Hamlet's father killed? [6]

In his long speeches to Hamlet, the Ghost dwells something else besides his murder.  What is it?  And what are the Ghost's instructions to Hamlet regarding the King and Queen? [6]

Who is speaking? [2]

The time is out of joint---O cursed spite,
That ever I was born to set it right!

When Rosencrantz and Guildenstern first come to Hamlet, what do they give as their reason for seeking him out?  What is their real reason? [4]

The following two questions are asked in different parts of the play.  Who asks the questions, to whom are they addressed, and what is a similarity between the circumstances in which the questions are asked?  [8]

Were you not sent for?

Where's your father?

What aspect of the player's speech about Hecuba might appeal to Hamlet? [2]

After the player's speech about Hecuba, Hamlet, in a soliloquy, compares himself to the player.  What is the point of his comparison? [6]

In his second soliloquy, Hamlet makes at least two different accusations against himself. [4]
What is the first thing we hear Hamlet say after "The play's the thing / Wherein I'll catch the conscience of the King?" [2]

Who is speaking to whom, and what is the speaker's intent? [6]

My honor'd lord, you know right well you did,
And with them words of so sweet breath compos'd
As made these things more rich.  Their perfume lost,
Take these again, for to the noble mind
Rich gifts wax poor when givers prove unkind.
There, my lord.

Who is speaking about whom, and what is meant? [6]

O, what a noble mind is here o'erthrown!
The courtier's, soldier's, scholar's, eye, tongue, sword,
Th' expectancy and rose of the fair state,
The glass of fashion and the mold of form,
Th' observed of all observers, quite, quite down!
And I, of ladies most deject and wretched,
That sucked the honey of his music vows,
Now see that noble and most sovereign reason
Like sweet bells jangled out of tune . . . .

According to Ophelia, what was Hamlet like before the death of his father? [2]

What has happened to Hamlet that makes him say, "they fool me to the top of my bent"?  [4]

After Hamlet thrusts through the arras and kills Polonius, the Queen asks Hamlet "O me, what hast thou done?"  What is Hamlet's answer?  And what are two things it could mean?  [6]

Who is speaking to whom?  And what has just happened?  And what do we find out about who killed the king? [8]

A bloody deed! almost as bad, good mother,
As kill a king, and marry with his brother.

Who is speaking to whom? [4]

                              Nay, but to live
In the rank sweat of an enseamed bed,
Stew'd in corruption, honeying and making love
Over the nasty sty!

When the Ghost appears in Hamlet's mother's closet, what two faults does Hamlet accuse himself of? [4]

In his fourth soliloquy, what is the supposed point of his comparison of himself with Fortinbras, and how does what he says about Fortinbras undercut that point? Quote. [8]

When Laertes jumps into Ophelia's grave to embrace her one last time, what is Hamlet's reaction? [4]

Who is speaking about (and to) whom? [4]

Now cracks a noble heart.  Good night sweet prince
And flights of angels sing thee to thy rest!

Toward the end of the play, Hamlet, speaking of the King, says to Horatio, "is't not perfect conscience / To quit him with this arm?"  Horatio's reply warns Hamlet that he hasn't much time.  What does Hamlet say to that? [2]

In Hamlet, what four characters have lost or lose their fathers, and how does each deal with the situation? [16]

From Hamlet's point of view, how many people betray him, and how does each do it? [20]

Horatio offers to get Hamlet out of the fencing match with Laertes, and Hamlet responds with a speech about "the fall of a sparrow."  What is Hamlet's point?  [2]

Does Hamlet ever say that killing Claudius may be morally wrong? [2]

Name the characters whom Hamlet kills or consciously sends to their deaths.  [10]

